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Read Luke 15:11-32 - The Parable of the Two Lost Sons

We looked at three things that Jesus is teaching us from this sermon:
1. He is redefining sin — some are not better than others. Both sons are trying to be the
center of their own universe.
2. He is redefining what it means to be lost — rule keeping AND loose living skew what it
means to be a son.
3. He is redefining what it means to be saved — salvation is given, and neither the moral
or immoral person deserves it.

Brad gave us 5 signs of having an “older brother” spirit:

Unexpected circumstances lead to deep anger and bitterness
« What do we deserve from God?

« Have you ever found yourself wanting the Father’s blessings but not wanting the Father?

Having a sense of your own superiority
« Is it easy to look down on sins we don’t struggle with?

« What can we do to remedy this?

Having an unforgiving and judgmental view of others
« The older brother said, “...I have never neglected a command of yours.” In your Christian
journey have you been the standard of righteousness for yourself?

« Do you struggle with forgiving people? Forgiving yourself? What stands in your way of
forgiving?
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Living with a joyless, fear-based compliance
« The older brother said, “...For so many years | have been serving you...” Why do you serve
God?

« Is their joy in your service?

« Does your prayer life look like a father-son relationship or a boss-employee transaction?

Lacking in assurance of God'’s love
« “...and yet you have never given me a young goat, so that | might celebrate with my friends.”
How sure are you that God loves you?

« How do you respond when God doesn’t give you your way?

This is a convicting parable, and tough questions to walk through. Be honest with your group.
Spend some time as a group thanking God for his grace and love. Enjoy Him!



