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Last week we studied how our tendency is to misapply judgment with wrong motives and bad
timing. This week we are studying hypocrisy. Hypocrisy involves two things; 1) a standard — their
sin is worse than our sin, and 2) an attitude — arrogance/feeling self-righteous. Let’s look at what
the Bible has to say about hypocrisy.

Read Matthew 23:13-33.

Why were the Pharisees and scribes so quick to judge instead of extend mercy?

In your sphere (family, friends, work, etc), do you, “...strain out a gnat and swallow a camel?”

How would you summarize Jesus’ chiding of the Pharisees and scribes? In other words, what have
they made the focus of life?

Now let’s read Matthew 7:3-5.
Are you a good “speck” inspector?

For this particular study, sin is not the issue. We will struggle with sin as long as we are in the
flesh. The issue is our judgment of people and the hypocrisy by which we judge them. Remember,
a hypocrite makes sin THE issue with a lack of humility. Biblically, people are the issue. God dealt
with sin on the cross, and will bring an end to it when He returns. He deals with it so much better
than we do. Let’s focus on people.

Read Romans 2:17-24.

Based on this text, break in groups of 2-3 for prayer. Spend this time confessing to God areas
where you have been/are being a hypocrite. Think through these things as you pray:

- Thank God for His mercy and kindness in dealing with your sin.

- Is there a situation where you're viewing someone else’s sin as worse than your own?

- Have you been arrogant/self-righteous in your judgment of them?

- Ask God to change your heart to make people the main issue for you.

- Do you need apologize/make amends with someone? Confess YOUR struggle with them.
Share with them what God has shown you about yourself.
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Do you have a biblical answer for when judging is appropriate and when mercy is appropriate?
Here is a good starting point:

1) God is just and merciful (Romans 2:2-4). He combines grace and truth (John 1:14). We
could never balance these perfectly as He does, but that is what we shoot for. When you do
judge biblically, you are commanded to have an understanding of your sin, and to approach
it with humility and kindness. It is wise to get “downwind of yourself” before approaching
someone about his or her sin.

2) Judgment starts “inside” the house of God (1 Corinthians 5 & 6, Galatians 6:1-2). Pray
for discernment long before you approach a brother or sister in Christ. Ask God if He wants
you to approach them about it. If He does want you to talk to them, when is the right time?
In regard to any relationship, ask questions and listen. This is the biblical skill of wisdom
(James 1:19)!

3) People are the issue. Don’t apply the biblical standard to those who do not follow Christ.
You can (and should) love someone even when you don’t agree with his or her decisions (1
Corinthians 13, James 2:13). Make and keep people THE issue! What is going to make God
most attractive to them?



